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2022 Howard Wyman Sheep Industry Leadership School Highlights Colorado Lamb Industry


The 35th annual Howard Wyman Leadership School took place in Greeley, Colorado June 19th- 22nd.
Over the 4 days, attendees visited operations and processing facilities around the Greeley area, as well
as spent time in a classroom setting learning from industry experts. The school welcomed 24
participants from 15 states. The event kicked off on Sunday night with a welcome reception and an
opportunity for school attendees to network with each other.
Beginning on Monday morning, the group loaded a charter bus and started a busy day of travel across
Colorado’s sagebrush country. The first stop on the tour was Colorado Lamb Processors, a brand new,
family-owned lamb processing facility located in Brush, Colorado. The tour of the facility included the
opportunity to view the outside handling facilities and a walk-through of the plant. The next stop was
the Rule Feedlot. The tour included a driving tour of the feedlot located on the Rule families' secluded
ranch in rural Brush. Spence Rule discussed the opportunities and challenges associated with the
location of the feedlot in the Colorado sagebrush during the driving tour.

HWSILS Cont.
After a short break for lunch, the tour continued at JJ Lamb Feedlot in Ault, CO. Jeff
Hasbrouck, NLFA past president and JJ lamb Feedlot operator, gave the school a tour of
the feedlot including the operation’s shearing, bleeding, and wool storage barn. The last
stop of the day was at Harper Livestock Lamb and Cattle Feedlot located near Greely.
Tour attendees were welcomed by Megan Harper and had the opportunity to view a
state-of-the-art animal health handling facility designed by Temple Grandin. The day
ended with a lamb chop dinner at the Eaton Country Club provided and cooked by the
Harper family.
The second day of the school included classroom time where students visited with USDA
Market Reporters and learned about the new USDA News Mobile Application. USDA
experts, a local order buyer, and HWSILS attendee Abdullah Hussaini was also on hand
to discuss ethnic trends and markets in the eastern portion of the country. Dave
Johnson from Equity CO-OP presented a mock video auction to the attendees and
explained the changes surrounding online auctions. The day provided an opportunity for
tour attendees to visit with presenters as well as provide insight into their work within
the sheep industry.
The third and final day of the event provided a time for industry organizations to visit
with school attendees. The American Sheep Industry Association and National Lamb
Feeders Association both gave updates on the organization and provided information on
how to get involved.
The NLFA would like to provide a special thanks to the 2022 school organizer, Ron Cole,
for putting together a fantastic tour highlighting the Colorado sheep industry. In
addition, NLFA would like to extend a sincere thank-you to all of our contributors,
especially the following sponsors: American Lamb Board, American Sheep Industry
Association, JJ Lamb Feeders, Harper Livestock, and Steve & Diane Schreier.

USDA News Mobile Application
Attendees at the 2022 Howard Wyman Sheep Industry Leadership School had the
opportunity to test the new USDA News Mobile Application and learn how to utilize
the tool from USDA employees that were at the event. The USDA App provides
producers and everyone else in the supply chain with instant access to current and
historical market information. The initial version of the free app includes nearly 800
livestock, poultry, and grain market reports. There are both iOS and Android versions
available to download through the Apple and Google Play stores. Search for “USDA
Market News Mobile Application” to download the app and begin exploring its
potential. USDA will continue to expand the features of the app, including adding
market information for all other commodities in the future.

USDA Announces 2022 Lending Rates
The USDA announced loan interest rates for July 2022, which are effective July 1,
2022. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans provide important access to capital to
help agricultural producers start or expand their farming operation, purchase
equipment and storage structures or meet cash flow needs. Producers can explore
available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting your local
USDA Service Center.
Interest rates for Operating and Ownership loans for July 2022 are as follows: Farm
Operating Loans (Direct): 3.875%, Farm Ownership Loans (Direct): 4.125%, Farm
Ownership Loans (Direct, Joint Financing): 2.500%, Farm Ownership Loans (Down
Payment): 1.500%, Emergency Loan (Amount of Actual Loss): 3.750 %. FSA also offers
guaranteed loans through commercial lenders at rates set by those lenders. You can
find out which of these loans may be right for you by using the Farm Loan Discovery
Tool.
.

Lamb On Feed Report
Lambs on Feed Report
NLFA has been asked by leadership to distribute the Monthly Lambs on Feed report from USDAAMS. While some of you may have already seen it this month, we’re providing the links to the
reports below.
Monthly Feeder Lamb Inventory Summary
Historical Data

Membership Dues and Sponsorship
Membership dues and sponsorship dues can be paid using a membership database called
Member Planet. If you have not set up a Member Planet account, please contact the office
(lambfeeders@outlook.com or 605-224-0224) and we will send you a separate email message
from “NLFA” inviting you to join the online membership database. When you receive that
message, click the “Get Started” button in that email and you will be prompted to create a
password to login to the online system. Once your account is created, you will have the option
to update your contact information and then select your dues level or remit your Allied Industry
sponsorship online.
If you prefer to mail your dues or sponsorship, please click here to find our Membership and
Allied Industry Sponsorship forms that may be printed and mailed with your check. If you are
unsure which form to complete, please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or
concerns regarding your membership or sponsorship.
An NLFA Producer Membership is:
For lamb feeders or individuals who wish to support NLFA through our supporting member or legacy
contributor.
Several levels, including:
Voting Feeder Membership = $100 + ($.10/head over 500 head)
Non-voting Supporting Membership = $50 flat rate
Legacy Contributor = any amount you choose to donate in memory or in honor of a friend, relative or
colleague.
An NLFA Allied Industry Sponsorship is:
For businesses or companies that support the lamb industry, but don’t own lambs.
Non-voting sponsorship.
Several levels including:
Prime = $1,000 or more
Choice = $500
Good = $250
Utility = $100

