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Trailblazer Tour
The 34th annual (postponed from 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic) Howard Wyman Sheep Industry
Leadership School (HWSILS) was re-branded for 2021 to the Trailblazers Tour and co-hosted by NLFA, the
American Sheep Industry’s Young Entrepreneurs and the American Lamb Board. It was held in Texas
September 26-29, kicking off in Austin and touring our way to San Angelo over the course of two and a half
days, visiting sites as diverse as fine wool producers, commercial sheep and goat enterprises, feed suppliers, a
wool scouring plant, livestock auction markets, and lamb harvest facilities. The Trailblazers Tour welcomed 23
participants and 9 guests from 13 states.

Beginning on Sunday evening with dinner in Austin and ending at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research Station in
San Angelo on Wednesday afternoon, attendees visited 18 enterprises during a busy agenda that included a
variety of sheep and goat operations from gate to plate. The Trailblazers Tour provided in-depth insight into
the sheep and goat industry in central West Texas and we’re looking forward to another great event in
Colorado in 2022.
Convention
As you will see later in this issue, registration is open for the upcoming ASI Convention and NLFA will once
again be hosting our Annual Meeting and Feeder Form on Thursday morning, January 20. We will be reaching
out to sponsors soon and encourage members to contact us with any suggestions for speakers or topics you’d
like to hear during the Feeder Forum. Contact Jodie at lambfeeders1@outlook.com or 605-224-0224 with
questions or suggestions.
Membership
It’s also time to renew your dues for 2022, if you haven’t already done so! You will find information and links
to renew online at the end of this newsletter. We will also be sending reminder notices via mail this week, so
watch for that if you prefer to renew via check. For those that have already paid – thank you!

ASI Needs Additional Targeted Grazing Information
Approximately 70 people working in 24 states and two Canadian provinces have completed the
American Sheep Industry Association’s Targeted Grazing Survey, but ASI is looking for more
information and additional respondents to complete the survey.
ASI is writing a second volume of the Targeted Grazing Handbook that was first published in
2006. The purpose of this volume is to provide practical information to individuals considering
the use of targeted grazing either in their personal operation or as a service to others. In
addition, it will help all targeted grazing providers with information on the efficacy and use of
targeted grazing to market the use of livestock as a scientifically proven land management
option. Targeted graziers are asked to take the survey to assist in this process. Unless you
choose to provide contact information, this survey is confidential and not associated with the
name of the respondent. Thank you for taking time to assist in this project by completing the
survey. Click Here to take the survey.

2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee
Elections Underway
The week of Nov. 1, 2021, The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began mailing ballots for
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) county and urban county committee elections to all eligible
agricultural producers and private landowners across the country. Elections are occurring in
certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these committee members who make important
decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. To be counted, producers
and landowners must return ballots to their local FSA county office or be postmarked by Dec. 6,
2021.Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the
county committee election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information
about their farming or ranching operation but may not have applied or received FSA program
benefits. Also, for County Committee elections, producers who are not of legal voting age, but
supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm, are eligible to vote.
Producers can find out if their LAA is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by
contacting their local FSA county office. Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot in the mail
can request one from their local FSA county office. To find your local USDA Service Center, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator. Visit fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information. Each committee
has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office, and at least one
seat representing an LAA is up for election each year. Newly elected committee members will
take office Jan. 1, 2022. Urban committee members are also up for election beginning Nov. 1 to
serve local urban producers in the same jurisdiction. A fact sheet on the urban county
committee election and a list of eligible cities can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Register Now for the 2022 ASI Annual Convention
Registration is now open for the 2022 ASI Annual Convention: Where There’s a Will, There’s a
Wave. The convention is scheduled for Jan. 19-22, 2022, at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel &
Marina.
The ASI Annual Convention is the one place each year where all facets of the American sheep
industry come together to set priorities, share information and conduct the business of the
industry as a whole. Past attendees should have received an email invitation (check your spam
folders if you don’t see it) this week. A printed brochure will also be sent out in November as a
registration reminder. Early registration runs through Dec. 31. Rates increase beginning on Jan.
1 and online registration is available only through Jan. 7, 2022. After that time, all registrations
must be submitted onsite in San Diego. The deadline to book hotel rooms at ASI’s contracted
rate is Dec. 29.


USDA Online Estimator for ELAP Payments
An online tool is now available to help producers document and estimate payments to cover
feed transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department
of Agriculture updated the program this year to include feed transportation costs as well as
lowered the threshold for when assistance for water hauling expenses is available, according to
a news release. USDA’s Farm Service Agency will begin taking applications this fall.


Lambs on Feed Report
NLFA has been asked by leadership to distribute the Monthly Lambs on Feed report from USDAAMS. While some of you may have already seen it this month, we’re providing the links to the
reports below.
Monthly Feeder Lamb Inventory Summary
Historical Data
Renew Your Membership, Support the Future of the NLFA!
NLFA is a membership-based organization. Through your membership, you are ensuring that you
have someone working directly for the you and your operation. Your membership supports the
well-being and expansion of the sheep industry, ensuring its’ viability for generations to come.
NLFA is committed not only to industry research, producer and consumer education and
promotion but to work closely with the sheep industry organizations and government proving
insight and knowledge to guide regulations and legislation.


Membership Dues and Sponsorship
Membership dues and sponsorship dues can be paid using a membership database called
Member Planet. If you have not set up a Member Planet account, please contact the office
(lambfeeders@outlook.com or 605-224-0224) and we will send you a separate email message
from “NLFA” inviting you to join the online membership database. When you receive that
message, click the “Get Started” button in that email and you will be prompted to create a
password to login to the online system. Once your account is created, you will have the option
to update your contact information and then select your dues level or remit your Allied Industry
sponsorship online.
If you prefer to mail your dues or sponsorship, please click here to find our Membership and
Allied Industry Sponsorship forms that may be printed and mailed with your check. If you are
unsure which form to complete, please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or
concerns regarding your membership or sponsorship.
An NLFA Producer Membership is:
For lamb feeders or individuals who wish to support NLFA through our supporting member
or legacy contributor.
Several levels, including:
Voting Feeder Membership = $100 + ($.10/head over 500 head)
Non-voting Supporting Membership = $50 flat rate
Legacy Contributor = any amount you choose to donate in memory or in honor of a
friend, relative or colleague.
Click for the producer membership form.
An NLFA Allied Industry Sponsorship is:
For businesses or companies that support the lamb industry, but don’t own lambs.
Non-voting sponsorship.
Several levels including:
Prime = $1,000 or more
Choice = $500
Good = $250
Utility = $100
Click for the Allied Industry Sponsorship form.
Please watch our website or our facebook page for NLFA news and upcoming events. Click on
the "Become a Member" button in the top right corner of our homepage to learn more about
NLFA membership or sponsorship opportunities.
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