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Trailblazers Tour Date Finalized
September 25th-28th, 2021
The Howard Wyman Sheep Industry Leadership School is teaming year with the , American Lamb Board and American
Sheep Industry’s Young Entrepreneurs to host the inaugural Trailblazers Tour September 26-28, 2021. In cooperation
with Texas AgriLife Extension, the tour will feature will be joining together to experience all facets of the Texas sheep and
goat industry, commencing on Sunday in Austin, TX and culminating on Wednesday in San Angelo, TX with multiple stops
along the way. this September. In cooperation with Texas AgriLife Extension, the inaugural Trailblazers Tour will take
place in Texas September 26th- 28th, 2021.
For over a century, Rambouillet sheep and Angora goats were foundational to ranching in west Texas. While mohair and
wool are still produced, meat goats and hair sheep have gained significant popularity in this region, resulting in a diverse
small ruminant industry. Texas producers have capitalized on the strengths of these different species and breeds to
capture value in today’s ever-changing market as well as maximize their production from what many deem “true sheep
and goat country.” Historic finewool ranches, premier dorper seedstock operations, large scale meat goat production
utilizing herders, state of the art feedmills, and local custom processors are all on the itinerary for this unique 4-day tour.
This tour will commence in Austin where you will be able to experience the renowned local food scene and Texas BBQ at
its best. The tour will travel through Texas’s scenic hill country, Edwards Plateau, and eventually conclude in the sheepranching hub of San Angelo. Along the way you will be offered a glimpse at what sheep production looked like in Texas
100 years ago as many families are still operating on the same country. You will also experience a new generation of
younger producers who are capitalizing on technology and innovations to combat prevent sheep production issues.
The Trailblazers Tour application will be live on the National Lamb Feeders Association Website June 1st. We will
continue to bring you more information on this event in upcoming newsletters, on the NLFA website and on our Facebook
pages: NLFA, Howard Wyman Leadership School. We hope you can join us September 26-285th-28th in Texas as we
blaze a new trail for young producers in the sheep industry.

Final Call for U.S. Sheep and Goat Producer Input

In January, the South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension Small Ruminant Team, in collaboration with
colleagues throughout the United States, kicked off a survey inviting sheep and goat producers to share their
interests and needs to help direct future Extension programming. To date, more than 460 responses from 46
states have been collected with many common threads emerging. "This national survey is helping to
collectively identify producer strengths and struggles to cooperatively strengthen Extension program efforts
in South Dakota and across the United States," says Jaelyn Quintana, SDSU Extension Sheep Field
Specialist. "By participating in the survey, producers can share preferences on production and management
topics of importance as well as program delivery methods," says Kelly Froehlich, Assistant Professor and
SDSU Extension Specialist in Small Ruminant Production. "It will also help Extension professionals gain
insight to current production challenges and farm-and-ranch demographics." If you are a sheep and goat
producer and want your voice to be heard as part of this National Sheep and Goat Producers Needs
Assessment, responses need to be recorded by July 31. The survey is voluntary, confidential and will take
approximately 10 minutes to complete. The Sheep and Goat Producer Needs Assessment can be found
online at https://sheepandgoatneeds.questionpro.com. Alternatively, printed surveys can be sent by mail or
email upon request.
For more information or questions, please contact Froehlich at Kelly.Froehlich@sdstate.edu or 605-6885765; Quintana at Jaelyn.Quintana@sdstate.edu or 605-394-1722; or Heidi Carroll, SDSU Extension
Livestock Stewardship Field Specialist and Beef Quality Assurance Coordinator at Heidi.Carroll@sdstate.edu
or 605-688-6623.

Renew NLFA Membership & Sponsorship Dues!
If you have not already done so, please renew your NLFA Dues and sponsorships for 2021.Through your
membership, you are ensuring that you have someone working directly for the you and your operation. NLFA
relies on membership dues and sponsorship dollars to operate the association, we have worked diligently for
membership to secure programs such as CFAP and PPP for our membership.
You now have the option to pay your membership dues and sponsorship through the NLFA website using a
membership database called Member Planet. If you have not Member Planet account set up, please contact
the office (lambfeeders@outlook.com or 605-224-0224) and we will send you a separate email message from
“NLFA” inviting you to join the online membership database. When you receive that message, click the “Get
Started” button in that email and you will be prompted to create a password to login to the online system.
Once your account is created, you will have the option to update your contact information and then select
your dues level or remit your Allied Industry sponsorship online.
If you prefer to mail your dues or sponsorship, please click here to find our Membership and Allied Industry
Sponsorship forms that may be printed and mailed with your check. If you are unsure which form to complete,
please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your membership or
sponsorship.

Public Lands Council Update: America the Beautiful Initiative
(30x30)
Last week, President Biden made public the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Department of Interior
(DOI) and Department of Commerce report which outlines first steps in the administration’s effort to conserve
30 percent of lands and waters by the year 2030. The report includes critical recommendations PLC made to
the administration in the last 90 days, especially related to voluntary conservation, private property rights, and
management of public lands.
The “America the Beautiful” initiative, previously identified as “30x30” or “30 by 30”, calls for development of
a 10-year conservation strategy that focuses on:
·Pursuing a collaborative and inclusive approach to conservation, building on cooperative conservation
models.
·Conserving America’s lands and waters for the benefit of all people – urban and rural focus.
·Supporting locally-led and locally designed conservation efforts collaborative conservation of fish and wildlife
habitats and corridors.
·Honoring Tribal sovereignty and supporting the priorities of Tribal nations.
·Pursuing conservation and restoration that creates jobs and supports healthy communities.
·Honoring private property rights and supporting voluntary stewardship of private landowners.
·Using science as a guide.
·Building on existing tools and strategies with an emphasis on flexibility and adaptive approaches.
The report calls for creation of an interagency working group, utilizing the U.S. Geological Survey at the Dept.
of Interior, the Natural Resources Conservation Service at USDA, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration at the Dept. of Commerce. The working group will be tasked with creating a conservation
baseline that reflects the voluntary contributions of farmers, ranchers, forest owners, and other private lands
conservation, as well as existing conservation designations across other land ownerships. Notably, the report
does not call for designation of new monuments or wilderness and focuses on conservation and restoration
rather than protection. The report does not identify which lands will “count” in the 30%, instead instructing the
interagency working group to develop the baseline. The report recognizes that the existing framework is
inadequate because it only counts “protected” land, when this effort must be able to recognize and count
conserved lands.
Additional recommendations include:
·Create more parks and outdoor spaces for nature-deprived communities.
·Support Tribally-led conservation and restoration.
·Expand collaborative conservation of fish and wildlife habitats and corridors.
·Increase access for outdoor recreation.
·Incentivize and reward voluntary conservation of farmers, ranchers, and forest owners.
·Create jobs by investing in restoration and resilience.
The report specifically calls for recognition and support for and ranchers’ voluntary conservation efforts,
support for landscape resilience against threats like wildfires, and in the support of wildlife habitat and wildlife
corridors. The report does not call for federal designation of wildlife corridors, and PLC continues to
emphasize that any wildlife habitat and corridor focus must be state- and local stakeholder-led.
As the administration stands up the interagency working group and sets some of these baselines, PLC will
continue to emphasize that producers’ efforts must be recognized, be supported, and “count” as part of the
America the Beautiful initiative.

Lambs on Feed Report
NLFA has been asked by leadership to distribute the Monthly Lambs on Feed report from USDA-AMS. While
some of you may have already seen it this month, we’re providing the links to the reports below.
Monthly Feeder Lamb Summary
Historical Data.

